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S.T. Plaatje - Correspondence
1912 Aug. 14

Sir,
I wrote you when I was going to buy the printing press of Motsualle
wa Johannesburg [Friend of Johannesburg] which would be used for printing
Tsala. It had been lent to me by Mr Cele of this place.
When I went to fetch the machinery they asked for 10 days in which the
machine had to complete the work first.
Before the ten days were over an unfriendly Zulu spirit arose and one
Advocate Seme arrived and wanted to discourage Mr Cele from lending us
money.
This is what delayed me especially that we had to battle to get that
machine the cheapest one could find, before they could take it away.
With Mr Jeebe's help, a man from Natal, I was able to buy the machine
yesterday. On Monday will print a paper in Serolong Sepedi and English
which will be called Tsala ea Batho. Our friends here are happy that the
local paper will be printed by me. They regard this as a Union between -":
the Barolong and :Bapedi people. They- have suggested that on the day the
paper Tsala will first be published, they will sanctif,y that day through
various concerts to be held in Krugersdorp, one at Nancefield, two at
Johannesburg, one at Pretoria, nerksdorp, and Kimberley. They aim to
write to the Free State people to ask if them to arrange for a concert
in town on the same day.
The object of the concerts are twofold.
( 1) To find money as a working cap! tal to pay the workers for a start
and (2) to impress upon the people in these concerts to support their
combined paper. What I request from you is that you suggest to the Chief
that even though these union concerts of the Barolong are conducted, the
Barolong people must not lag behind, because if they don't involve the~
selves and make an effort unit,y will be founded on the terms of the Zulus.
That is w~ I encouraged the local people to do something themselves, because
it is said God helps ··those 'Who help ·themselves. Please help by encouraging
the Chief to drive the people to do something even if is not a massive
concert. So that even when it is later disoussed it must be found that
Mafeking too was part,y to this move.
It must not appear as if the Chief of the :Barolong is against the Union as
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