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Among the thousands o f political prisoners and 
detainees incarcerated in South African jails since 
1962, there have been hundreds o f women who, side 
by side with the men, have been struggling against the 
inhuman apartheid regime. Dorothy Nyembe, 
sentenced to  the longest single term  of imprisonment 
handed down to  a woman (I 5 years) may well 
epitomise them all.

Dorothy Nyembe joined the A N C  in 1952 during 
the Defiance Campaign and served tw o  terms of 
imprisonment fo r defying unjust laws. In 1956 she was 
arrested with I 55 others in the Treason Trial. In 
1963 she was sentenced to  3 years imprisonment fo r 
furthering the aims o f the ANC. On 26th March 
1969 she was sentenced to  I 5 years imprisonment 
under the Terrorism and Suppression o f Communism 
Acts, having been found guilty o f ‘harbouring 
te rro ris ts ’ .

Dorothy Nyembe was the AN C  Womens 
Organiser in Natal and was also Vice Chairman o f the 
AN C  Womens League Committee in Durban. She 
played an important part in mobilising fo r the 
campaign against the extension o f pass laws to 
women in 1956. She was endorsed out o f Durban in 
1959 and organised demonstrations among the rural 
women in Natal.

Hers has been a life o f dedication and sacrifice.
We salute her in the year o f her release -  1984 -  
The Year o f the Women.
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