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Spearheads manufactured by the Leghoya, with one of the crucibles in
which they smelted their iron.

T h e discoveries in the Trans
vaal occur in the triangle,
S t a n d e r t o n-JohannesburgVereeniging.
Very few whole
huts have been found, but the
remains are sufficient to betray
the hands of the builders. The
foundations and heaps of stones
enable us to recognise the lay
out and, having studied undis
turbed villages, it is not always
a difficult matter to reconstruct
those that now lie in ruins.
The villages are interesting
not only on account of their
original^ kraaled lay-out, but also
because in them we have the
huts in which lived men who
were primitive miners and metal
workers.'
The first photograph shows a
typical hut, the most outstand
ing feature of which is the cor
belling -of the domed
roof.
There can be no doubt that the
erection of such a hut required
a great deal of skill. The can-

tilevering of each successive
course over its fellow below is
straightforward, but it is diffi
cult to know how the builders
supported the upper courses as
the dome neared completion.
Many intact, huts have been ex
amined and in none of these do
wre find evidence of the use of
any form of mortar.
The densest area of settle
ment in the Transvaal appears
to be the
country round
Greylingstad, while the nearest
distinguishable settlement to the
Hand— a settlement now unfor
tunately in utter ruin— nestles
in the hills of the Suikerboschrand some 20 miles south of
Germiston. It was characteris
tic of the builders— the Ancient
Leghoya, who are sometimes
described as having been the
forerunners of the Bechuana
migration— that
they
always
chose hills on which to build
their villages.
Still
nearer
Johannesburg
there is an encampment that
might possibly once have been

tween Baragwanath and Jack
son’s Drift.
It
is quite probable that it was
founded by the Leghoya and
that the Matabele razed it and
rebuilt on the old site such
kraaled encampments as they
left on the hills between Fontainbleau and Witpoortje.
Now the Leghoya are of
especial interest not only as the
builders of these rare huts, but
also as the first Bantu arrivals
from the north and, incidentally,
as the first mining people to
have reached the Rand.
The only inhabitants south of
the Sabi River, which lies imme
diately south of Zimbabwe, up
to about 1000 A.D . were the
aboriginal
“ Bush M or
San
folk, the “ Wak-wak ” of the
early Arab writers. It is usually
considered that up to about 900
years ago these Stone Age folk
held supreme sway from the
Sabi to the Cape, but at or
about that time thi Bantu
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preservation, fraternised and in
the course of time actually inter
married with the aboriginal San

A hut in almost perfect preservation found in the Free State. It will be
comparison with the native standing beside it, who is by no means
a tall man, how small these buildings were.

folk, and so gave rise to the
Masarwa or Bechuana Bush
men.
The
Leghoya
ultimately
reached Basutoland, but* their
southward trek took a very long
time and on their wray they
founded many villages, in each
of which they tarried for a spell,
tended their stock, cultivated
fields and, when opportunity
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The remains of one of the huts found on the Rand: the site is quite close to Jacksons Drift.

offered, practised their mining
and metallurgical work, leaving
the aboriginals in undisputed
possession of the large open
spaces between, but continuing
on terms of friendly relations
with them.
After crossing the Vaal the
Leghoya trekked up and occu
pied the valleys of those rivers
that drain the north-eastern
Free State, notably the Spruit
Sonder Driff, the Wilge, the
Lieberbergsvlei and the Rhenoster.
The most popular area
seems to have been the valley
of the Rhenoster, immediately
south of Heilbron.
It is here
that the well-known 44 Stone
Huts of Vegkop 99 occur— huts
that, by the act of the present
generous
Government,
now
belong to the nation. Similar
occurrences are not recorded in
any territory other than that
included in the Southern Trans
vaal and the north-eastern third
of the Orange Free State.
But for a few well-preserved
villages near Heilbron, the vast
majority of the others now lie in
utter ruin and we cannot always
be sure that we recognise the
hand of the builder. Those ruins
on the Witwatersrand south of
Baragwanath fall into this cate
gory
Large trees grow from
the foundations of the old,
tumbled-down walls and the
entire scene is one of consider
able disturbance, but the re
mains of a few huts are clear
and we are led to the conclusion
that the Leghoya trekked over
the Rand and therefore that

they are the earliest known*
mining people to have reached
this area. Only they mined for
iron, not for gold, and it is,
highly improbable that they did
any actual mining here.
That they knew the art of ex
tracting iron from the ore is un
doubted, for from the ruins of
their villages come remains of
furnaces, stone crucibles, heaps
of slag as well as the iron tools
and weapons they manufactured.
The crucible shown is a typical
specimen in sandstone. The sur
face is highly vitrified and ob
viously was subjected to great
and prolonged heat. The tools
and weapons recovered are all of
iron extracted from natural ores.
Their spear points show the
makers to have been masters in
the art of handling and shaping
this metal
It is difficult to know when^
these people crossed the Rand,^
but we do know that they occu
pied Vegrkop, the classic site,iin
the 18th century and that they
lived
there peaceably
ui*t3
ejected by the Matabele earlyrin
the 19th.
It is therefore pro
bable that they trekked over,
and maybe occupied, portions of
the Rand over a century ago, at
or about which time they were
forced to flee before the plun
dering and remorseless hordes of
Matabele who passed this way
on the great march from Nai
to Matabeleland just about 1<
years ago.
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